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Survey Finds Citations Growing
Narrower as Journals Move Online

Millions of scholarly articles have migrated
online In recent years, making trips to hibrary
stacks mostly obsolete. How has this affected
rescarch, which depends on published work
to guide and bolster academic inquiry” A
sociologist at the Umiversity of Chicago in
Ilnois argues on page 395 that the shift has
narrowed citations to more recent and less
diverse articles than before—the oppaosite of

what most people expected.
Working solo, James Evans
of the University of Chicago
was cunous about how atation
bechavior has changed in the
sciences and soaal saences. In
theory, online access should
make 1t quicker and casier for
rescarchers to find what they e
looking for, particularly now
that more than | milhon arti-
cles arcavallable for free.
Relymmg on Thomson Sci-
entific’s citation indexes and
Fulltext Sources Online,
Evans surveyed 34 million
articles with citations from
1945 to 2005, For every addi-
tional yearof back issucs that a

narticnlar 1onrnal nosted

nals in the late 1970s. In legal rescarch, too,
“people are going further back,” says Dana
Neacsuy, head of public services at Columbia
Umversity’s Law School Library in New
York City, who has studied the question.

One possible explanation forthe disparate
results in older citatons is that Evans’s find-
ings reflect shorter publishing times. “Say |
wrote a paper in 20077 that didn "t come out
i B - 'ﬂ"]rl_ :
R S
m——‘mﬂ.}.&-‘ﬁ.‘—. —l

Tight focus. Gitations to journals that have been online longer,
according to James Evans, tend to cluster around more recent dates.

WA 12—
- SCIENCESCOPE |

New Money for New
Neuroscience

A childhood triendship has blossomed into
plans tor the first privately financed Max
Planck Institute. Twin brothers Andreas and
Thomas Stringmann, 58, announced this
week that they have donated €200 milhion for
a new cognitive neuroscience institute in
Frankfurt, Germany, to be administered by the
Max Planck Society. The twins, who made their
fortune in pharmaceuticals, have had their
interest in the brain fed by cmidhood pal Wolt
Singer, who became a neuroscentist and then
director of the Max Planck Institute for Brain
Researchin Frankfurt. Singer will serve asact
ing head of the Ernst Stringmann Institute,
named for the donors’ father. The society will
have full control over scientitic aspects of the
new institute, Singer says. ~GRETCHEN VOGEL

Ready. Set. Fuse!

The world’s fusion researchers now have a
new toy to keep them busy over the next
10 years while the International Thermonu
clear Experimental Reactor (ITER) 15 being
built in Cadarache, France. The $420 million
Korea Superconducting Tokamak Advan ced
Research (KSTAR) reactorin Daejeon, South
Korea, achieved its first plasma last month,
and this week officaks formally announced it
ready tor use, with full operations to bagin
next year. Construction director Gyung-Su Lee

Science 2008 6 H18H =
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