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hat is Open Access Journal

Budapest Open Access Initiative (BOAI) has suggested two ways of achieving Open Access, BOAI-I and BOAI-II. .

’ AN
BOAI-I : Open Access by self-archive (Green Road)
BOAI-II : Open Access by Open Access Journal (Gold Road)

Open Access journals are not published on a subscription basis but distributed only in the electronic form on the

Internet so that libraries do not need to pay for or catalogue them on behalf of the library patrons on campus. .
They have shown significant growth both in quality and quantity. For example, PLoS Biology has the topmost

Impact Factor (IF) in the Thomson's biology category and the boom of the so called Open Access Megajournals,

invited by PLoS ONE, its sister "journal," has emerged foreshadowing an innovative publishing paradigm.

The cost recovery model of the scholarly journal publishing may shift from the library subscription to the author pay model,
with a consequent change on a large scale of the scholarly communication to which the library community has been
committed as one of the major players. Given those situations, the university library has to give serious considerations on

how to cope with open access journals in near future.

<History and the Present>

Infant Open Access journals, such as "Psychology”, "Electronic Journal of Communication", were begun around 1990.
Following them, Open Access publishers have grown, such as BioMed Central and Public Library of Science. Nowadays,
existing society publishers and commercial publishers are tiptoeing into open access publishing business. Recently, Springer

has developed “Springer Open” series (currently 75 titles) in 2010.

4

Publishers *=Hybrid OA APC
BMC $1,940 ,etc ~ 7
*®
<Business Model> A 21,700.2,700 [ —
. . " APS “Physical Review X $1,500
Typically, Open Access journals are operated by “author pay -
iy X . . BMJ Unlocked $2,220-3,145
model"(*), where article authors pay the Article Processing Charge — -
; A N BMJ “BMJ Open $1,900
(APC) to publishers when his/her manuscript is accepted. As a result, —
5 Elsevier $3,000-5,000
publishers can make them Open Access. The TABLE shows the range - -
Hindawi $400-1,500 I
of the APCs. =
y . e " . . NPG $2,500-3,900
There is also “hybrid journals” -- a mixture of subscription model - —
. . . Nature “Nature Communications” * $5,000
and author-pay model. While fundamentally being subscription-based — =
. N 3 . Nature “Scientific Reports $1,350
journals, they offer authors an option to particularly make their
| . Oxford Open * $3,000, etc
papers Open Access by paying APC. However, some would say it PLos 31350 2.900
would not be a persistent model. Royal Society EXiS Open Choice * $2,380
Royal Society “Open Biology” $1,932
- SAGE Choice * 3,000
<Quality> o 7 23,
. . SAGE Open $695
Open Access journals are for free, but it doesn’t mean that they are - —
s R h Springer Open Choice $3,000
cheap, low-quality journals. For example, PLoS Biology's Impact -
. ) 7 . SpringerOpen $665-51,996
Factor (12.472 (2010)) is ranked first among the 86 journals indexed - -
in the field of bio Taylor & Francis Open Select $3,250
In the tield ot biology. Taylor & Francis Open TBD
Wiley-Blackwell OnlineOpen * $3,000, etc
Wiley Open Access $1,850-3,000

<Open Access Megajournals>

In 2006, Public Library of Science launched a new open access journal "PLoS ONE", adding to the existing 6 journals. PLoS
ONE has the feature of rapid and large publication by its unique light peer-review and editorial process, so in 2011, they

published approximately 14,000 articles per year.

Now similar journals like PLoS ONE are being launched by other publishers. They are called as "Open Access Megajournals”.
In detail, refer to the following page: “The 5th SPARC Japan Seminar 2011 "Burgeoning Open Access Megajournals”

(February 29, 2012) %, featuring Peter Binfield, publisher of PLoS ONE.
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