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http://openbiomed.info/2011/03/hita—
hita—soft—power—oa/
hita—hita: Japan’s soft power movement
for open access
_'_'I' Listen
Many of you know that my nuclear
family is a bi—cultural unification of
Japanese and US. humanity, culture

and Interests, as well as a weaving of

both academic and business professions
and Buddhist wvalues. So there was
some amount of affirmation I felt on
seeing a tweet and link about “hita—
hita—Institutional OA Advocacy in Ja-
pan  and finding a soft power open ac-
cess movement alive and well in the

country of eight islands:

“The term “hita—hita" was employed

to signify something that penetrates
gently and smoothly. As of 2011, a total
of 760, 000 research papers are accessi-
ble through IRs across Japan. Open Ac-
cess (OA) is not politically forced at
state level or institution level Instead,
we have built repository manager—Ilevel
lateral solidarity to share experience,
exchange various creative Ideas, add
Improvements and disseminate our
Iideas, thereby highly developing respec-
tive IRs.”
This description is accompanied by a
link to an English—language 2011 Digi-
tal Repository Foundation report titled
hita—hita: Institutional OA Advocacy in
Japan.

With the publication of this English—
language history of the Japanese insti-
tutional repository movement, a natural
barrier to understanding falls. The
timeline (below) credits Stevan Harnad
as an early inspiration, and the text in-
dicates that with 135 IRs launched in
the last five years, Japan now has the
second largest number of IRs in the

world.
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to congratulate them in person. Please don't

wait to contact them for more details on

how their local advocacy has generated im-

pressive growth and results.

2. KE SPARC &K » 5 SPARC &
BN 4 —ILX
—————— Original Message ——————
Subject: [SPARC-STEER] Open Ac-
cess Advocacy in Japan
Date:  Tue, 8 Mar 2011 12:28:

Tk
oA

49— 0500

From: Heather Joseph <heather@arl.
org>

To: SPARC Steering Committee

<SPARC-STEER@arl.org>

Hi Folks,

I wanted to make sure you all saw this

latest brochure developed by our col-
leagues in Japan promoting Open Ac-
cess. It was produced by the Digital Re-
positories Federation in Japan, and is a
wonderful update on the consistent pro-
gress that our colleagues have been
making in Open access, education, advo-
cacy and adoption.

The report is titled “hita—hita” —a truly
fitting term that means the slow and
gentle (but relentless | ) adoption of a
new idea or method. The Japanese re-
pository community certainly epito-

mizes this, having implemented 135



digital repositories over the past five
years, which means that Japan as a
country now ranks second in the world

In sheer numbers of repositories.

The report also contains some nice ad-
vocacy materials that can be adapted
on campuses — 1 particularly like the
outline of the skit that helps to broach
the discussion of “taxpayer access to
taxpayer funded research” on campus!

Here's the link to the full text of the
document: http://bitly/fCLmGI1

All Best,
Heather

Heather Joseph

Executive Director, SPARC

21Dupont Circle, Suite 800

Washington, DC 20036

USA

+01 202 296 2296

heather@arl.org <mailto:heather@arl.
org>
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DRF-Digital Repository Federation
in Japan

and

RSP-Repositories Support Project
in the United Kingdom

and

UKCoRR - United Kingdom Council
of Research Repositories

Preamble

The Digital Repository Federation (referred
to as DRF hereafter), Japan and the Re-
positories Support Project (referred to as
RSP hereafter), UK, have identified mutual
interest in cooperation with respect to shar-
ing experiences and expertise in the profes-
sional development of promoting open ac-
cess and institutional repositories. In addi-
tion, the RSP has invited the United King-
dom Council of Research Repositories (re-
ferred to as UKCoRR hereafter) to be a
party to this memorandum as it is an inde-
pendent organization, representing reposi-
tory staff and works closely with the RSP.

The Digital Repository Federation (DRF) is
a federation consisting of 100 + universities
and research institutes which aims to pro-
mote Open Access and Institutional Reposi-
tory development in Japan. Supported by
National Institute of Informatics, DRF spon-
sors and organizes training courses, work-
shops and conferences for repository man-

agers in Japan.

The Repositories Support Project (RSP) is
a JISC—funded initiative which aims to in-
crease open access to research outputs
through building repository capacity, knowl-
edge and skills within UK higher education

institutions. It provides advice and guidance

through face to face support and through its
website and publications. In addition, it or-
ganises regular events and training for UK
higher education staff.

The United Kingdom Council of Research
Repositories (UKCoRR) is an independent
body for repository managers, administra-
tors and staff in the UK. It is led by its
members and has a vision of the work of re-
pository management as a professionally
recognised and supported role within UK

research institutions.

Agreement and Collaboration

Among all objectives and activities of DRF,
RSP and UKCoRR, intersections are to be
clearly identified. Development of profes-
sional skills and expertise for the promotion
of institutional repositories is of rapidly in-

creasing significance in both countries.

This agreement includes, but not is not lim-

ited to,

1. Sharing each party's experiences and
expertise on professional development
In institutional repository development.

2. Inviting and sponsoring representatives
of the partner organisations to partici-
pate in appropriate DREF and RSP
events and workshops on institutional
repositories development. In addition,
UKCoRR welcomes DRF and RSP par-
ticipation in UKCoRR meetings where
possible.

3. Joint arrangement of the public an-
nouncement of the partnership between
the three parties on websites of the or-
ganizations.

4. Joint efforts to seek international and

domestic funding and support to sustain



the mission and work of DRF and RSP
and support to help sustain UKCoRR in

1ts mission.

Terms of Agreement

1. This Memorandum is valid for the pe-
riod while the organisations are in exis-
tence from the date of signing by the
representatives of all parties.

2. Any party may terminate this Memo-
randum at any time by giving written
notice to the others after mutual con-
sideration.

3. This Memorandum shall be executed in
Japanese and English, both versions
having equal validity.

4. This Memorandum is not intended as a
formal contract between the parties
hereto but merely as a statement of the
present intention and understanding of
all the parties.

Date: March 1, 2012

/)

Takahiko Nitta
Director, Digital Repository Federation

and

Director, Hokkaido University Library

Date: March 1, 2012

Bill Hubbard

Director, Repositories Support Project
and

Head of the Centre for Research Commu-

nications, University of Nottingham

Date: March 1, 2012

Gareth Johnson
Chair of United Kingdom Council of Re-

search Repositories
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