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Institutional repositories

hold the key to the
future of scholarly
communication.

Universities in Japan are strongly
encouraged to share academic information
with every member of society to satisfy the
need for accountability. Distribution and
sharing of information on academic activities
in a university activates economy and
industry and promotes culture, thereby
enhancing the presence of the university as
an information hub.

Universities are expected to ensure secure
and open access to scholarly information on
every kind of research activity.

In this context, institutional repositories are
considered to be the best organizations to
collect, organize, preserve, and disseminate
scholarly information originating from
universities.

xDefinition (Clifford A. Lynch, 2003):

A university-based institutional repository is a set of services that
a university offers to the members of its community for the

management and dissemination of digital materials created by the
institution and its community members.
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The National Institute of Informatics (NII) *
has conducted a collaborative program
with universities in Japan to support the
operation of institutional repositories since
2004.1t involves the extension and integration *
of existing scholarly content services at NIl
and the enhancement and improvement of
information dissemination from universities. *
In 2006, NIl commissioned the development LS
of institutional repositories at 57 universities. Tt
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