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Why does Open Research matter to NPG?

Opening up science to different 
stakeholders; in ways that are valuable, 
empowering and useful to them
• Transparency in experimental methodology, 

observation, and collection of data.
• Public availability and reuse
• Public accessibility and transparency of scientific 

communication.
• Using web-based tools to facilitate scientific 

collaboration.
• Societal impact, with a view to public 

understanding
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Nature Publishing Group- publishing since 1869
Nature’s Mission statement

First, to serve scientists through 
prompt publication of significant 
advances in any branch of science, 
and to provide a forum for the 
reporting and discussion of news 
and issues concerning science. 

Second, to ensure that the results of 
science are rapidly disseminated to 
the public throughout the world, in a 
fashion that conveys their 
significance for knowledge, culture 
and daily life.
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STOP PRESS! Nature Communications to become the first 
Nature-branded open access only journal

• On September 23rd 2014, it was announced that Nature Communications is to become 
the first Nature-branded open access only journal. The number one open access 
journal in multidisciplinary sciences, Nature Communications is NPG’s flagship open access 
title. Nature Communications will only accept open access research submissions 
from 20th October 2014. 

• All research published by the journal will continue to represent important advances of 
significance to specialists within each field, in all areas of the biological, physical, chemical 
and earth sciences, and editorial standards will not be affected by the evolution of its 
business model.

• Nature Publishing Group will honour author’s choice of subscription or open access 
publication, for those authors whose research is currently in review by the journal, and for 
submissions up to the 19 October 2014. This means that subscription content will 
continue to be published in 2015. Major funders including Wellcome, RCUK, NIH, NSF, 
HHMI, CAS allow funds to be used for APCs, and NPG will work with authors to help them 
identify funds for open access publication.

• Nature Communications will offer the Creative Commons Attribution license (CC-BY 
4.0) as the default license choice, with other CC licences on request, and a flat APC 
price will be introduced. APC waivers will be available for HINARI countries and on a 
case-by-case basis.
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Open Access Publishing at NPG

2002    ~ 2005           2006           2007           2008           2009           2010           2011         2012 2013              2014 2015

First fully OA title

First Hybrid title

Authors retain 
copyright

Public archiving after 
6 months

NPG’s creative 
Commons license

Hybrid model 
extended

First OA spin-off title

First Nature-branded 
Hybrid title

Scientific Reports 
Launched

Scientific Data 
launched

Nature Partner 
Journals (NPJ) & 

Palgrave 
Communications 

launch 2014

Nature Frontiers 
alliance

First Nature-
branded OA title
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Nature Communications
Accepted articles (of all types) from China have now caught up to Japan but fastest 
growth is still in Western Europe
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Nature Communications
Articles with a corresponding author from Asia make up 25% of all Nature 
Communications articles. 

In 2013, articles with 
Japanese corresponding 
authors made up 11% of 
the Nature 
Communications and 
Chinese corresponding 
authors 10%. 
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Nature Communications
Articles with a corresponding author from Asia make up 25% of all Nature 
Communications articles. 
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Open Access at NPG
Facts and Figures

• NPG publish 64 journals with an OA option, and 38 per cent of the research articles we published 
in 2013 were OA.

• Nature Communications remains #3 in the multidisciplinary sciences for a second year, increasing 
its IF to 10.742. The journal, which offers an open access option, now receives more than 1,500 
submissions a month, much more than Nature receives. The first six months of 2014 have seen 
over 1,500 articles published compared to just over 1,600 in the whole of 2013. About 40% of 
Japanese authors select the OA-option, higher than the global average.

• Scientific Reports established itself further in 2013, with over 4,000 citations (up from 500 in 
2012) and an IF of 5.078, placing it in the top 7% of all 8474 journals in the 2013 Science Edition 
of the Journal Citation Report. A Scientific Reports article was #1 in Altmetric's top 100 of 2013, 
and the journal had 5 articles in the top 100, demonstrating the attention received online in social 
and mainstream media. In 2013 Scientific Reports published over 2,400 articles and now receives 
over 500 submissions per month. The journal published over 2,100 articles between January and 
July 2014 and continues to grow rapidly. Over 50% of Scientific Reports articles have a 
corresponding author from Asia.

• Palgrave Macmillan has worked consistently to implement OA models which work for humanities 
and social science (HSS) scholars, who have very different needs and requirements to scientists. 
The majority of our HSS journals offer an OA option, and earlier this year we launched our first 
fully OA journal in the HSS space – Palgrave Communications, which champions interdisciplinary 
research. We also published the first OA monograph funded by The Wellcome Trust last year.
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Scientific Reports
Articles with a corresponding author from Asia make up 50% of all Scientific Reports 
articles. 

In 2013, articles with 
Chinese corresponding 
authors made up 26% of 
the Scientific Reports 
and Japanese 
corresponding authors 
12%. 
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Scientific Reports
Articles with a corresponding author from Asia make up 50% of all Scientific Reports  
articles. 
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Nature Partner Journals is a new series of 
online open access journals, published in 
collaboration with world-renowned 
international partners. 

Each partnership in the npj portfolio brings together strong editorial leadership with world-
class publication systems to deliver high-quality, peer-reviewed original research to the 
global scientific community. 

Each new journal in the npj portfolio offers authors a high-quality, high visibility open 
access option for their research, covering both applied and basic science disciplines. 

And announcing npj Systems 
Biology and Applications in 
partnership with the Systems 
Biology Institute (Japan)
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Partners share our vision to advance the 
dissemination of scientific research through open 
access

Collaboratively we: 
• Help define the market need, scope and opportunity for a new journal
• Deliver rigorous editorial quality, process and ethical standards
• Appoint an external Editor-in-Chief, who retains full editorial independence

Current partners:

Primary Care Respiratory Society UK (PCRS-UK)
International Primary Care Respiratory Group (IPCRG)
Singapore Centre on Environmental Life Sciences Engineering (SCELSE)
Nanyang Technological University (NTU)
Japanese Society for Anti-Ageing Medicine (JAAM)
Schizophrenia International Research Society (SIRS)
Systems Biology Institute (SBI)



Questions?

Thank you
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